Albaicin

like the slow shadows on the plain, being a town without streets,
or fountains, or the fronts of churches.

Was this their parliament; or the Moldavian horse fair? Have
they come here to choose their king? Or are they collected like
the flocks of starlings? We would hazard that their whole
gathering is instinctive. It is waste of time to dispute the reason.
And we must look at them closely, before it is too late. We
must allow ourselves the freedom of day as well as night. It is
as though in this darkness, which is lit by their fires, we can see
them in any light we please. They have come here from every
end of the world; of a certainty no contradiction, or impossibility,
for their wanderings have taken them much further than we
could know. It is nothing for them to return home after ten
years, or more, and then, to no fixed point, but only to make
enquiry of other wanderers and overtake them, at sunset, some-
where in the plain. But, as well, in addition to those of their
race who never cease from journeying, there are others who
move according to an established and definite rota, though
always of instinct, never written down. Some have settled them-
selves and, by assimilation, sunk, dully, into the slums of the big
towns. Here, however, from Moldavia, they were slaves not
long ago,* except for the wildest of them, the Netosi, who move
by night and hide themselves by day. We would like to write,
just at this period, of Podolia, of its pears and apples and its
orchards of black cherries, but that would give no warning of
these wanderers, who would be gone by morning. And, of
course, in Kiev, they had a suburb of their own. There were
Gypsy musicians in cafes, and who would be hired to play in
houses. Moscow, too, had its famous singers and violinists, but
they and their music, however stimulating or nostalgic, are too
sophisticated for our purpose. We return, therefore, to the tents.

Most of these Gypsies, we have said, would call themselves
Ciganje Rom'njici. That term is, however, wider in its impli-
cations than even the extended limits of the modern country of
that name, for it includes the Balkan, old Turkey, and the
Ukraine. In all those countries the language of these wanderers

* The monastery-owned Gypsies in Moldavia were freed by the law o
Prince Mihailu Sturza, in 1845; the privately owned Gypsies not till 1855 in
Jassy, and 1856 in Bucharest.
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